
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR CROWNED CHAMPIONS 

 Alex Pinelo, VP of Key 

Accounts at Norwegian 

Cruise Line (center), earned 

the title of 2015 Miami Man 

of the Year by successfully 

raising more than 

$176,500! He’s shown here 

celebrating with NCL  

colleagues and team  

captains Shanel Knight-Tarver 

and Todd Hamilton. 

 Casey Munck (right), a 2014 Mi-

ami Champion of Hope, returned 

for our 2015 campaign and took 

home the crown! Casey raised 

more than $83,500, putting her 

two-year total fundraising at 

$159,500.  

Photo credit: Valerie Sands, V 

Sands Photography 

 Brian Koch, (left), a share-

holder at Greenberg Traurig, was 

crowned 2015 Fort Lauderdale 

Man of the Year following a 10-

week campaign in which Koch 

raised close to $44,000.  Koch 

became a Champion of Hope in 

memory of his mom, Bonnie.    

● Interior Designer Frances 

Herrera  (at right) was 

crowned 2015 Fort Lauder-

dale Woman of the Year by 

raising close to $22,000 for 

LLS. She’s shown here receiv-

ing the crown from 2014 Fort 

Lauderdale Woman of the 

Year Michelle Fee. Looking on 

is 2015 Boy of the Year  

Josue Cruz.   

Wow … can you believe 

it? The 2015 Man & 

Woman of the Year  

campaign has now  

concluded. We’ve tallied 

up the numbers, verified 

our math, triple-checked 

our data, and can tell you 

that across three events 

(Fort Lauderdale, Miami 

and Puerto Rico), our  

candidates raised more 

than $700,000  for cures 

for blood cancer patients, 

patient education, sup-

port services, advocacy, 

and more right here in 

our community! 

 

“We are extremely proud 

of our 2015 Man & 

Woman of the Year  

Winners, our Champions 

of Hope candidates, our 

campaign chairs, our 

campaign committees, 

and our LLS Staff  for 

all  of the  time, dedica-

tion, and passion dedi-

cated to our mission,” 

says Carolyn Cauceglia, 

chair of the LLS Board of 

Trustees and VP of Ama-

deus North America. 

 

Nationally, 900 Champi-

ons of Hope raised $32 

million for LLS. The na-

tional average raised per 

candidate was $35,555; 

our chapter candidates 

raised on average 

$50,000.   
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PROSPECTIVE 2016 

CANDIDATES SET TO 

BECOME CHAMPIONS 

Once again, community 

and business leaders from 

across our region are being 

sought to participate in an 

exciting 10-week quest to 

support the Leukemia & 

Lymphoma Society (LLS). 

Each dollar raised for LLS 

counts as a “vote,” and the 

Champion of Hope with the 

most “votes” will be 

crowned the 2015 Man or 

Woman of the Year.  

 

We are excited to share the 

news that we already have 

a half-dozen individuals in 

Miami and Fort Lauderdale 

who have expressed inter-

est in becoming a 2016 

Champion of Hope!  

 

We will again conduct cam-

paigns in Fort Lauderdale 

and in Miami, respectively.  

 

If you would like to nomi-

nate a 2016 Champion of 

Hope, please contact us 

via e-mail! Our addresses 

appear below. 
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LLS SAYS 

THANKS TO THE 

FOLLOWING 

SPONSORS FOR 

THEIR SUPPORT: 

We also give special 
thanks to our legacy 
sponsors, for their un-
yielding support of the 
Man & Woman of the 
Year program across 
South Florida 

FORT LAUDERDALE PHOTO ALBUM 
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Mark Beausoleil Enters  

Inaugural Champions Circle 

of Hope as 2015 Corporate 

and Individual  

Philanthropist of the Year  
Mark Beausoleil, First Senior Vice President and 

Director of Retail Banking Sales and Service at 

AmTrust Bank, was 

honored at the 2015 

Miami Man & Woman 

of the Year Journey of 

Hope Gala as LLS’s 

2015 Corporate and 

Individual  

Philanthropist of the 

Year.  

 

Beausoleil is the  

Corporate Walk Chair 

for the  2015 Fort 

Lauderdale Light the 

Night Walk and 

served as the honorary walk chair for the 2014 

Walk.  

 

This inaugural award was presented for Beau-

soleil for demonstrating exceptional achievement 

as a community leader.  

ROBERTO MUÑOZ SALUTED AS LLS 

2015 MIAMI PHILANTHROPIST OF THE 

YEAR 
 

Roberto R. Muñoz, South Florida Market  

President at BBVA Compass Bank and a 2011 

LLS Miami Champion of Hope, was presented the 

award of 2015 Miami Philanthropist of the Year 

during the Journey of Hope Gala held June 6 at 

the Trump National Doral Miami.  

 

Muñoz is a past board member of LLS, and has 

held many local board and leadership positions 

for local not-for-profit organizations in South  

Florida over the years, including The Zoological 

Society of South Florida, United Way, and Miami-

Dade Education Foundation.  

 

The honor makes Muñoz an inaugural member of 

the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society Champions 

Circle of Hope, which salutes the philanthropic 

efforts of local business and community leaders 

who have demonstrated exemplary support in 

the fight against blood cancers.  

 

 

 

LLS thanks the following sponsors 
for their generous support of the 

Man & Woman of the Year  
Journey of Hope Gala  
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LLS SAYS THANKS TO 

THE FOLLOWING  

IN-KIND SPONSORS  

FOR THEIR  

JOURNEY OF HOPE 

GALA SUPPORT: 

SPECIAL THANKS 

TO OUR MEDIA 

SPONSOR: 

MIAMI PHOTO ALBUM 

http://www.socialmiami.com/socialeyes/lls-man-woman-of-the-year-38523.asp
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Learn more about the Man & Woman of the Year  

campaign by visiting www.mwoy.org/sfl 

http://www.mwoy.org/sfl
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LLS IN THE 
MEDIA 

 
The Southern Florida  

Chapter of the Leukemia  

&  Lymphoma Society 

serves Miami-Dade,  

Broward and the  

Florida Keys.  

 
Sharing our stories with 

local media is a key part of 

making someday happen 

TODAY. 

 
To inquire about coverage 

of LLS events and activities,  

please contact  

Adam R Jacobson at 

adam.jacobson@lls.org 

mailto:adam.jacobson@lls.org?subject=Media%20Inquiries
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Southern Florida Leadership Committee 
Michelle Fee, Honorary Chair   Michael Parrish, Honorary Chair 

Cruise Planners     Aon Risk Solutions 

 

 Miami-Dade Leadership Committee 

Irene Korge, Chair     Keith St. Clair, Chair 

Alejandro Mendieta, Board of Trustees Liaison to Miami Man & Woman of the Year Campaign 

AmTrust Bank/New York Community Bank 

 

 

 

  

 

Broward Leadership Committee 

Vicky Garcia, Chair     Vanessa Walker, Chair 

Cruise Planners     LaCroix Beverages 

 

 

Carolyn Cauceglia—Chair   Vicky Garcia—Vice Chair 
VP, Amadeus North America Inc.  COO & Co-Owner, Cruise Planners 

 

Michael Romagnolo—Vice Chair  Paul Ahmed-Secretary/Treasurer 
SVP, The Torrington, Romagnolo & Goldberg Wealth Member, LLS Board of Representatives; SVP, Walker & Dunlop 

 
Lisa Gaeta, Past Chair 

President, Finance Placements & Consulting Inc. 
 

Members 
Robert W. Barron, Partner, Berger Singerman 

Dr. Neil Nagovski, M.D., Hematologist/Oncologist, Memorial Cancer Institute 
Joshua M. Samek, Associate, Greenberg Traurig P.A.  

Steve Smith, VP, The Hogan Group 
Suzzanne Thomson-Quintero, Corporate VP, Baptist Health South Florida 

Felicia Turney, Associate Administrator, Memorial Hospital West 
Luke Webb, Luxury Real Estate Consultant, The Carroll Group Douglas Elliman 

 
National Board of Directors 

 
Jorge Benitez, Managing Director, North America, Accenture  

Ralph Lawson, EVP/CFO, Baptist Health South Florida 

Yvette Alemán / F.R. Alemán and Associates 

Dr. Eric Balaguer/ The Miami Hand & Upper Extremity Institute 

Kimarie Stratos / Memorial Healthcare System 


